
        

     

 

                                                             
 

 
Contemporary Global Issues: UNIS Designed Course              
Humanities Department  T3 and T4 
  
This course examines contemporary issues from a global perspective, looking for the 
deeper and longer-term trends, both in terms of the potential challenges they present for 
the current and future generations, and the more hopeful promise of progress and 
solutions.  Diverse readings and a variety of multimedia resources form the basis of 
discussion, but everything is potential material.  Students are required to keep up with 
daily events in the print and broadcast news, and to keep a weekly journal on relevant 
current issues.   
  
Some of the issues for particular study may include: developments in Syria and Egypt, and 
elsewhere in the Arab world, following on from the Arab Spring; the causes of global poverty 
and how they can be addressed; protest and youth activism, including protests in Brazil on the 
eve of the World Cup and Olympics; water as a source for conflict or for peace; Arctic 
Geopolitics; human-impact climate change; fracking and issues of energy and resources; 
combatting terrorism; girls’ education.  However, the choice of issues will derive from the 
interest of the class members themselves and will evolve from current events as the year 
progresses.  
  
The course relies upon thoughtful and informed student contributions, based not just on 
common readings and case studies, but on independent study.  Class debate, group work, and 
informal discussion, as well as more formal individual and joint presentations, are integral 
components of such essential participation.  Students will not just gain knowledge of the topics 
covered, but will also develop their capability to access, select, and use as appropriate material 
from a variety of different sources.  They will also improve their critical thinking by assessing 
that material, by evaluating differing interpretations, and by being encouraged to pose their own 
questions. 
 
In both semesters, students will do a research report on a topic of their choice, which will 
include both an analysis of a contemporary issue and an evaluation of impact and possible 
solutions.   
 
Assessment: 

1. Unit quizzes and other assignments: 20% 
2. Semester project: 20% 
3. Journal: 20%  
4. Participation: 20% 
5. Semester examination: 20% 

 
Link to the website:   
https://sites.google.com/a/unis.org/t3-t4-contemporary-global-issues/ 


